
The #ShineALight Initiative

The #ShineALight Initiative is a national project to create a collective light of celebration spreading the Jewish  
joy of Chanukah and the beautiful traditions we honor in our homes with our families.
Sponsored in part by the UJA-Federation of New York, the initiative is designed as a counter-expression to  
antisemitism and other messages of hate acts towards Jews and Israel. The #ShineALight Initiative is  
leveraging education, community partnerships, workplace engagement, and advocacy among Jewish and 
non-Jewish communities.
The Jewish Education Project is a proud content partner of the #ShineALight Initiative and is delighted to provide 
these free materials to parents and other caring adults. We encourage you to utilize this education content through 
Chanukah (this year and in the future), and if applicable, at other times of the year. 

Chanukah, Hanukkah, Channukkah?

The Jewish Education Project materials all use the spelling, “Chanukah.”  However, when we reference the 
names of outside content, products, songs, videos, etc. we utilize the spelling that the original organization/ 
author/artist/company uses.

Social Media: If you are comfortable, we would love for you to spread the joy your family is experiencing 
while participating in this activity. Please take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media  
platforms using the hashtag #ShineALight.

Questions? Please contact Samantha Vinokor-Meinrath, Ed.D at svinokor-meinrath@jewishedproject.org 
Senior Director of Knowledge, Ideas, and Learning at The Jewish Education Project.
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Activity One: Ripple Effect 
Creator: Stephanie Marshall

Parent/Adult Background Information

This activity is about using one’s voice to stand up to bullying, bias, bigotry, antisemitism and other forms of 
|hate speech. Using the Chanukah story of how the Maccabees stood against the Syrian Greeks and a modern 
day upstander story, your family can explore different ways that words can cause a ripple effect for change.
Parents/caregivers are encouraged to watch the two videos ahead of time so they can know what to expect.
There are few items on the Supply List (above the Activity Instructions) that you may want to prepare  
or purchase.

Approximate Prep Time: 10 minutes

Approximate Activity Time: 25-30 minutes

Activity Flow

Watch two videos
Reflect and discuss on the content
Engage in two activities and reflect on the experience

Supplies

� Computer with internet access (optional - ability to connect to a TV)

� A large pot or bowl

� A small rock or marble

� Water

Activity Instructions

1. Watch The Hanukkah Story for Kids: Maccabees, miracles and dreidels
a. Who is the hero of this story? (Judah Maccabee and the Maccabean army)
b. What did Mathias, Judah and the Maccabees do? (They beat the Greeks)
c. Why were the Jews and Greeks at war? (The Greeks wanted the Jews to stop practicing Judaism,  
    but the Maccabees fought so they could keep their religious freedom)

2. Watch Desiree's Story
3. Discuss:

a. How is Desiree like the Jews leading up to the revolt of 167-160 BCE (war between Jews and Greeks  
    in Chanukah story)?
b. Who are the bullies from Desiree’s story like in the Chanukah story? How?
c. Who are the boys that stand up for Desiree like? In what way?
d. What else did Desiree’s friends do besides confront the bullies?
e. How can we be like these boys? 
f. What can we do if we see someone being bullied? Can we do more than act in the moment?
g. What if you are the only person taking action at the moment?  Does your voice matter?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G40SlkmZkqU
https://www.facebook.com/SharingIsCaringNewsner/videos/228534637827282


Ripple Effect 
Activity Instructions, continued

4. Have one person in your family begin saying “My voice can make a difference.” Repeat this over and over.  
    Each person should join in, one person at a time, repeating the same sentence until everyone is saying it.

a. How did that sound? 
b. How did it feel when it was just one voice?
c. How did it feel when others joined in? 
d. Was it easier to be the only voice or many voices?
e. How is this the same as speaking up?

5. Fill a large pot or bowl with water, then drop a small rock or marble in the center of the water.
a. What happens when you drop the rock in?
b. Do the ripples get bigger or smaller? 
c. How is this like standing up for your beliefs or for someone else?

6. Don’t forget to take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media platforms using the  
    hashtag #ShineALight.

Grades 3-5  Chanukah Activity One 
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Activity Two: The SHINE in a Jewish Home  
Creator: Stephanie Marshall

Parent/Adult Background Information

Traditionally, Chanukiot (Chanukah menorahs) are placed in the window. This is so people passing by can  
enjoy the lights. It is also a way of showing Jewish pride. With the current rate of antisemitism, it is also a way  
of shining a light on Judaism. The Jewish artifacts and ritual items in your home (for example, Seder plates, 
mezzuzot, tzedakah boxes, Jewish art, kiddush cups, Shabbat candle holders, Jewish books/prayerbooks, 
ketubah, etc.) shine a light on your Judaism to your family and your guests. In this activity, you will be exploring 
these items and making at least one new one.
There are few items on the Supply List (above the Activity Instructions) that you may want to prepare  
or purchase.

Approximate Prep Time: 15 minutes

Approximate Activity Time: 30-45 minutes

Activity Flow

In-home scavenger hunt
Reflection and discussion
Craft activity

Supplies

� Any craft material you have at home such as construction paper, ribbon, washi or duct tape, glue,  
    crayons, beads, etc. 

� Clean recyclable materials (for upcycling)

� Painter’s tape (aka blue tape) or other mechanism for hanging an art piece in a window

Activity Instructions

1. You will be having a scavenger hunt in your home to find all the Jewish art, ritual items, symbols, etc., that  
    are on display in your home. This can either be done as a whole family or make this into a competition by  
    searching individually or in pairs.

a. Set out to find an item. The first one that is found, the seeker yells “SHINE!” and the family gathers around  
    that item. Discuss what the item is and share if there is any special history around this item for your family  
    (was it a gift, purchased somewhere unique, handed down from an ancestor, has a special unique ritual  
    behind it, funny or meaningful memory from its use, etc).
b. Disperse again to find the next item and repeat the “SHINE” and assemble and discuss protocol until  
    you have located all (many/most) of these items in your home.

2. Discuss how your house is “shining a light on Judaism.” 
a. How quickly when a new guest comes to your home, will they know it’s a Jewish home?
b. When someone comes in, sees the Judaica in your house, and comments on it, how do you feel? 
c. How do you think Jewish people feel seeing Judaica in your home?
d. What message or new knowledge do you think non-Jewish people get when visiting your home?
e. What can you do outside your home, as a family or as individuals, to shine a light on Judaism?
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The SHINE in a Jewish Home 
Activity Instructions, continued

3. Using any craft material on hand and clean recyclables, work as a family to create a piece of art that  
    shows your family’s Judaism. Hang or place the completed work in a window to advertise (shine a light)  
    publicly on your Judaism.  You can leave this up year-round or pack it away with Chanukah decorations  
    and hang it every year for the holiday.
4. Don’t forget to take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media platforms using the  
    hashtag #ShineALight.
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Activity Three: The Great Light Debate 
Creator: Stephanie Marshall

Parent/Adult Background Information

In the first century BCE, Babylonian born Hillel migrated to the Land of Israel to study and worked as a  
woodcutter, eventually becoming the most influential force in Jewish life. Hillel is said to have lived in such  
great poverty that he was sometimes unable to pay the admission fee to study Torah, and because of him that 
fee was abolished. He was known for his kindness, gentleness, and concern for humanity. Hillel and his  
descendants established academies of learning and were the leaders of the Jewish community in the Land  
of Israel for several centuries. The Hillel dynasty ended with the death of Hillel II in 365 CE.
Hillel’s friendly adversary was Shammai, a native of the Land of Israel about whom little is known except that he 
was a builder, known for the strictness of his views. He was reputed to be dour, quick-tempered and impatient. 
Both lived during the reign of King Herod (37-4 BCE), an oppressive period in Jewish history because of the 
Roman occupation of the Land of Israel. Shammai was concerned that if Jews had too much contact with the 
Romans, the Jewish community would be weakened, and this attitude was reflected in his strict interpretation of 
Jewish law. Hillel did not share Shammai's fear and therefore was more liberal in his view of law.
Hillel was the more popular of the two scholars, and he was chosen by the Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish 
court, to serve as its president. While Hillel and Shammai themselves did not differ on a great many basic 
issues of Jewish law, their disciples were often in conflict. The Talmud records over 300 differences of opinion 
between Beit Hillel (the House of Hillel) and Beit Shammai (the House of Shammai). The Rabbis of the Talmud 
generally sided with the rulings of the School of Hillel, although the Sages believed that both views were val-
id. Sixteenth-century kabbalist Rabbi Isaac Luria (the “Ari”) said that not only are both the words of the House 
of Shammai and the House of Hillel enduring on the conceptual level, but each has its time and place on the 
pragmatic level as well. In our present world, we follow the rulings of the House of Hillel, but in the era of Mes-
siah, the majority opinion will shift in favor of the House of Shammai, and their rulings will then be implemented. 
(Taken from Jewish Virtual Library)
There are few items on the Supply List (above the Activity Instructions) that you may want to prepare  
or purchase.

Approximate Prep Time: 5 minutes

Approximate Activity Time: 30 minutes

Activity Flow

Read background information on Hillel and Shammai and Chanukiah lighting
Stage a debate
Reflect on the ruling

Supplies

� One copy per family, single sided of each of the three pages to print  
   Hillel, found on page 8  
   Shammai, found on page 9  
   Resolution, found on page 10 
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Activity Instructions

1. Divide the family into two teams. Give one team Hillel’s argument and reasoning and for how we light the  
    Chanukiah and give the other team the way Shammai argued they should be lit.
2. Each team should read through their information and prepare to debate the other team.
3. Have a short (5-10 minute) debate on how the Chanukah candles should be loaded and lit.

a. Should we light all eight candles the first night and decrease each night or should we light one the first  
    night and increase each night?
b. Should we put the candles in starting from the right to the left or the left to the right?
c. Should we light the candles from the left or the right?

4. End the debate when you come to an agreement on how many candles we should light each night, the  
    direction the candles should be loaded, and the direction the candles should be lit.
5. Have one person read, out loud, the decision Hillel and Shammai came to. This is what we do today. 

a. How accurate were you in your own conclusion?
b. Aside from knowing how to correctly load and light the Chanukah candles, what else can we learn from  
    this interchange between Hillel and Shammai?
c. Was the decision 100% what either man wanted?
d. What does this teach us when we don’t believe the same way our neighbors do?
e. How is this lesson connected to the idea of shining a light on Judaism?

6. Don’t forget to take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media platforms using the  
    hashtag #ShineALight.
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The Great Light Debate  
Background Information

Hillel

The Hillel stance on lighting Chanukah candles is to light one candle on the  
first night and to light an additional candle for every successive night. 

I believe that this is the correct way to light the Chanukah candles because if  
you add a candle each day, it is like you are building the anticipation up to the  
last day. 
Also, when the Maccabees lit the oil, the miracle of the oil staying lit got larger  
as the days passed. This means that lighting more candles as the days pass,  
it resembles how the miracle got larger every day. 
But if you were to decrease the number of candles every day, it shows the  
miracle being less meaningful as the days pass. 
By extension, we add more light to our world each day on both a physical  
and spiritual level.

Page 8 of 25 | Visit shinealightjewishparent.com for more resources

Grades 3-5 Chanukah Activity Three



The Great Light Debate  
Background Information

Shammai

Shammai argues we should start with all 8 candles and take one away 
each night. 
In the real world, people tend to get more things done in a time crunch. If you 
decrease the candles, you know how much time you have left of the holiday  
and people manage their time better. 
But that’s not the only reason. That the tiny Jews were able to defeat the Greeks 
is definitely the main miracle of the holiday, even greater of a miracle than the  
oil lasting. The outnumbered Jews never gave up, even when the situation 
seemed hopeless. 
What’s even more important is that humans were able to defeat the Greeks  
all on our own, while God had to help make the oil last. It’s only fair to be proud  
of human accomplishments rather than what God can do. 
We should decrease the number of candles to symbolize the decreasing amount 
of power the Greeks had against us, even if they were the bigger country.
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The Great Light Debate  
Background Information

The Resolution

Hillel’s ruling won the day, we light one candle on the first night and add a candle 
each night until we have eight on the final night. 
As a compromise, however the candles are loaded from the right (the side  
the 8th candle would be) and then lit from the left. Therefore, the newest night  
is lit first and then moves towards the position of the first night until all the  
candles are lit.
Most of the decisions in arguments between the house of Hillel and Shammai 
side with Hillel, yet Shammai’s argument is always listed.
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Activity Four: Sing a New Song
Creator: Stephanie Marshall

Parent/Adult Background Information

Jewish texts are filled with examples of how song is a way to praise God for miracles and blessings, life  
and creation. Here are a few Note: the traditional gendered-translations are sourced from Sefaria.org.

Grades 3-5 Chanukah Activity Four
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Sing a New Song  
Parent/Adult Backgtound Information, continued

This activity is about the songs we sing to celebrate Chanukah and how singing about Jewish holidays  
is a way to advertise our Jewish pride.
There are few items on the Supply List (above the Activity Instructions) that you may want to purchase  
or prepare ahead of time.

Approximate Prep Time: 5-10 minutes
Approximate Activity Time: 20-30 minutes
Activity Flow
Discuss the role of song in Jewish joy
Listen to five Chanukah songs
Write your own!
Supplies
� Internet access and a digital device to play music/videos
� Printouts of the song lyrics indicated with each song
� Paper with pen or pencil for each family member

Activity Instructions

1. Have a brief 3-5 minute discussion on what it means to be proud to be Jewish and to shine a light on Judaism. 
2. Share one or more of the texts from the Parent Background Information above and discuss what singing  
    in Judaism has to do with light and joy.
3. Listen to Chanukah song links and read the lyrics

a. Peter, Paul and Mary - Light One Candle and lyrics
b. Sevivon Sov Sov and lyrics with translation
c. The Maccabeats Oh Hanukkah lyrics embedded in video
d. Dreidel Song - I Have a Little Dreidel - Dreidel Game - Hanukkah by The Kiboomers and lyrics
e. Hanukkah Song: In the Window (My Candles) sung by Susan Salidor with lyrics below the video

4. As individuals or as a family, create your own Chanukah song lyrics showing your Jewish pride, using  
    either the tunes of the songs you listened to or choosing your own song or melody.
5. Don’t forget to take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media platforms using the  
    hashtag #ShineALight.

Grades 3-5 Chanukah Activity Four
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Activity Five: The Light of Tzedakah
Creator: Stephanie Marshall

Parent/Adult Background Information

Even though Chanukah is one of the best known Jewish holidays, it is actually considered a minor holiday.  
Much of the way Americans celebrate Chanukah now has to do with the proximity to the commercialized  
Christmas. This activity is a way of looking at gift giving in a different way. Instead of receiving gifts, what gifts can 
we give to others? When Jews help others in our community it is one way of shining a positive light on Judaism.
It has become a tradition in some homes to dedicate a night of Chanukah as Ner Shel Tzedakah, when we 
dedicate ourselves to learning about poverty (or other social ills) and make donations or commitments to those 
organizations that help to make the world a better place for all people. It is a night where in families where gifts 
are given to each other, it is suspended that night to focus on those who have less and need more.
The word tzedakah is from the Hebrew root tzedek (tzadee-dalet-kof) meaning justice. Giving tzedakah is not 
done out of the goodness in people but rather as an obligation. A way to take responsibility not just for ourselves 
or our family but for everyone in the community. Even the poorest among us are required to give tzedakah so    
they are not deprived of the opportunity to fulfill this commandment.

There are few items on the Supply List (above the Activity Instructions) that you may want to purchase  
or prepare ahead of time.

Approximate Prep Time: 5-10 minutes to gather dress-up materials

Approximate Activity Time: 20-40 minutes

Activity Flow

Social action and tzedakah discussion
Tzedakah box creation

Supplies

� Paper and pen/pencil for each family member
� Computer with internet access (optional)
� A clean and empty tissue box, oatmeal container, or shoe box (or any type of box with a slit or opening)
� Crafting supplies such as buttons, puff balls, tissue paper, wrapping paper, paint etc.

� Glue or Mod Podge

Activity Instructions

1. As a family, brainstorm causes that you care about (such as the homeless, special needs, pets,  
    foster children, etc) as well as organizations in your community that help others.
2. Have each family member identify their top 3.
3. Working with each person’s top 3, work together to rank the ideas from doable to not doable.
4. Come to a consensus and choose one or two organizations or causes that your family can  
    volunteer at or have a collection for.
5. Create a plan to carry the light of Chanukah forward throughout the year by dedicating — or rededicating — 
    your family toward tzedakah. 

○ Take some time to research some local charities you may support in the coming year. This can involve  
    learning, volunteering, donating money or time, in a cause that provides meaning and light to the world.
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The Light of Tzedakah 
Activity Instructions, continued

6. Create a tzedakah box for the family by decorating the box with the supplies you collected for the family  
    (consider printing some images related to your cause and attaching those to the container as well).

○ Your tzedakah box can be used to collect coins but it can also be used to collect ideas on how to make  
    the world a better place.  Or create a second separate box for idea collection.

7. Have each member of your family search through the house for a few coins to start your tzedakah box.
8. Don’t forget to take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media platforms using the  
    hashtag #ShineALight.
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Grades 3-5 Chanukah Activity Six

Activity Six: A Light in the Shadows
Creator: Stephanie Marshall

Parent/Adult Background Information

There are many, many Jewish values. The six included here can all be useful in being an upstander by combat-
ing antisemitism or bullying. 
Click here for an example of a shadow portrait.  
There are few items on the Supply List (above the Activity Instructions) that you may want to purchase  
or prepare ahead of time.

Approximate Prep Time: 10 minutes 

Approximate Activity Time: 30 minutes

Activity Flow

Discussion
Learning Jewish values
Art activity

Supplies

� Print out of Jewish Values and Shadow Portraits Step by Step directions- one copy per person,  
   printed double sided, found on pages 16 and 17
� Flashlight, at least one, if possible, one for every two people
� Black Construction paper. 9”x12”, one piece per family member
� White chalk, one piece per family member
� Masking tape
� Scissors, one per person if possible, but not necessary

� Optional: aerosol hairspray or art fixer

Activity Instructions

1. Briefly discuss the idea that we are each a shining light. Our talents, skills and actions help shine a light  
    on each one of us. 

a. How does each family member shine their own light? What skills or talents do we use to shine our lights?
b. Each family member should share how they shine their light. Feel free to help each other think of things.

2. Living by Jewish values (middot) also helps us shine our light. As a family briefly discuss the six Jewish 
    values found on the attached handout 

a. Think of and share ways that you apply these values to your actions.
b. How do these values help you be an upstander (someone who confronts bullying, hate-speech, etc.)?

3. Using the attached directions (page x), create a shadow profile portrait of each family member
4. Each person should cut their portrait out.
5. Pick one or two of the discussed values and using white chalk, write the Hebrew words (in Hebrew or  
    transliteration) over and over around the edge of your portrait. 
6. If you choose to, you can also write other talents, skills or traits that shine your light on your portrait. 
7. If you want to permanent fix the chalk to the paper, you can follow these instructions.
8. Don’t forget to take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media platforms using the  
    hashtag #ShineALight.
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Shadow Portrait Step by Step Directions

Supplies
   ● Flashlight, at least one, if possible, one for every two people
   ● Black construction paper 9x12", one piece per family member
   ● White chalk (one piece per family member)
   ● Masking tape
   ● Scissors, one per person if possible, if not, take turns

Steps

1. Work in pairs. If you have enough flashlights, multiple portraits can be done at once.

2. Tape a piece of black paper to the wall in a dark room.

3. Place the flashlight on a table or have a third person holding it. Shine the light at the  
    black construction paper.

4. Have the person whose portrait is being done sit between the light and the paper so  
    their profile appears on the paper.

5. Have someone else trace around the silhouette onto the paper with white chalk.

6. Remove the paper from the wall and make sure your lines are smooth.

7. Rotate positions until everyone has their profile portrait drawn.

Page 17 of 25 | Visit shinealightjewishparent.com for more resources



Activity Seven: Lotsa Latkes and a Little Dreidel
Creator: Stephanie Marshall

Parent/Adult Background Information

Teaching and sharing Jewish customs and holidays with non-Jews helps increase understanding and tolerance 
and thus shines a light on Judaism. One of the core Jewish values is Hachnassat Orkhim — Welcoming the 
Guest (you can learn more here). This activity is designed to engage non-Jewish friends, family and community 
members in your Chanukah celebration.
There are few items on the Supply List (above the Activity Instructions) that you may want to purchase  
or prepare ahead of time.

Approximate Prep Time: 30 minutes (or more depending if you pre-cook the latkes)

Approximate Activity Time: 30 minutes (or more depending if your guests help cook the latkes)

Activity Flow

Invite guests to your Chanukah celebration
Serve latkes
Play Dreidel

Supplies

� Frying pan, stove and oven

� Latke recipe ingredients, found on page 19, and/or Potato-Apple Latke recipe ingredients on page 20

� Sour cream and/or apple sauce

� At least one dreidel or one per person

� Coins, candy or something to use for the dreidel game

� Dreidel game directions, print out on page 21

� Chanukiah, candles, matches/lighter

Activity Instructions

1. Invite non-Jewish friends or neighbors over for an evening of celebrating Chanukah with you  
    by eating latkes, lighting the Chanukah candles, and playing dreidel.
2. Follow one of the provided latke recipes or use a family favorite.

○ As an alternative, mix up the basic recipe and divide it among family members. Each family member  
   can then add one or 2 extra ingredients before the latkes are cooked (along the lines of iron chef).

3. Don’t forget to take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media platforms using the  
    hashtag #ShineALight.

Grades 3-5 Chanukah Activity Seven
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Basic Latke Recipe

● Active Time: 45 min
● Total Time: 45 min
● Makes 12 to 16 latkes

What is the secret to making great latkes? We found that the starchier the potato, the crisper the latke.  
As for varieties, we tested baking potatoes (the starchiest), Yukon Golds, and boiling potatoes (the least  
starchy) and liked the flavor of them all. You can easily double this recipe for a crowd.

Ingredients
1 pound potatoes
½ cup finely chopped onion
1 large egg, lightly beaten
½ teaspoon salt
½ to ¾ cup olive oil
Accompaniments: sour cream and applesauce

Directions 

● Preheat the oven to 250°F.

● Peel potatoes and coarsely grate by hand, transferring to a large bowl of cold water as grated.  
   Soak potatoes 1 to 2 minutes after the last batch is added to water, then drain well in a colander.

● Spread grated potatoes and onion on a kitchen towel and roll up jelly-roll style. Twist towel tightly to wring  
   out as much liquid as possible. Transfer potato mixture to a bowl and stir in egg and salt.

● Heat ¼ cup oil in a 12-inch nonstick skillet over moderately high heat until hot but not smoking. 

● Working in batches of 4 latkes, spoon 2 tablespoons potato mixture per latke into the skillet, spreading into  
   3-inch rounds with a fork. Reduce heat to moderate and cook until undersides are browned, about 5 minutes.  
   Turn latkes over and cook until undersides are browned, about 5 minutes more. Transfer to paper towels to  
   drain and season with salt. Add more oil to the skillet as needed. Keep the latkes warm on a wire rack set in  
   a shallow baking pan in the oven.

Cooks' Note
Latkes may be made up to 8 hours ahead. Reheat on a rack set over a baking sheet in a 350°F oven,  
about 5 minutes. Grating the potatoes, soaking them briefly in water, and then squeezing out the liquid  
(as we've done here) keeps the batter from turning brown too quickly.

Adapted from Epicurious

Grades 3-5 Chanukah Activity Seven
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Potato-Apple Latke Recipe

● Yield: 8 servings (serving size 2 latkes)

What is the secret to making great latkes? We found that the starchier the potato, the crisper the latke.  
As for varieties, we tested baking potatoes (the starchiest), Yukon Golds, and boiling potatoes (the least  
starchy) and liked the flavor of them all. You can easily double this recipe for a crowd.

Ingredients
6 cups shredded peeled Yukon gold potatoes (about 2 pounds)
2 cups shredded Gala or Honeycrisp apples (about 2 medium)
1 ½ teaspoons salt, divided
½ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
2 ¼ ounces all-purpose flour (about 1/2 cup)
6 tablespoons canola oil, divided
1 teaspoon turbinado or granulated sugar

Directions 

● Step 1
Combine potatoes, apples, and 1 teaspoon salt in a colander. Let stand 20 minutes, pressing occasionally  
with the back of a spoon until barely moist. Combine potato mixture, remaining 1/2 teaspoon salt, and pepper  
in a large bowl. Weigh or lightly spoon flour into a dry measuring cup; level with a knife. Add flour to potato  
mixture; toss well to combine.

● Step 2
Heat a 12-inch nonstick skillet over medium-high heat. Add 1 1/2 tablespoons oil to pan, swirling to coat.  
Add potato mixture in 1/3-cupfuls to pan to form 4 latkes; flatten slightly. Cook 6 minutes on each side or  
until golden brown. Remove latkes from pan; keep warm. Repeat procedure 3 more times with remaining  
oil and potato mixture. Sprinkle latkes evenly with sugar.
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Dreidel Game Directions

● Give each player 12 markers (e.g., candy pieces, nuts, pennies, gelt or dried beans).
● Each player puts one marker into the pot, or center of the circle. 
● One at a time, players take turns spinning the dreidel.

● During his turn, the player follows this code according to which side of the dreidel  
   faces up after his spin: 

○ (Nun) — player does nothing 
○ (Gimel) — player takes all the markers in the pot 
○ (Hei) — player takes half the markers in the pot 
○ (Shin) — player adds a marker to the pot 

● When the pot is empty or has only one marker left, each player adds another marker 
   to the pot. 

●  Play continues until one player has collected all the markers
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Grades 3-5 Chanukah Activity Eight

Activity Eight: We are all Gamers!
Creator: Stephanie Marshall

Parent/Adult Background Information

Chanukah is a joyous holiday. We can shine a light on Judaism by having fun and celebrating the holiday.  
Have fun playing the game.    
There are few items on the Supply List (above the Activity Instructions) that you may want to purchase  
or prepare ahead of time.

Approximate Prep Time: 5 minutes

Approximate Activity Time: 20 minutes

Supplies

� Scissors (one pair)

� One playing piece per person (pieces from a board game, coins, buttons, small dreidels, etc.)

� Print one copy each of Game Question Cards, found on pages 23 and 24, and cut into individual cards

� Print one copy of Game Board (in color, if possible), 1 per family. Board can be found on page 25

� One dice

� Paper and pen/pencil for each player

Activity Instructions

Game preparation
1. Print the game board.
2. Print the game question cards and cut out on the solid lines, not the dotted lines
3. Separate the four gray cards into their own pile, mix up the remaining cards and put them in a pile  
    on the game board.
4. Set playing pieces on the start square.

Playing the game
1. Decide who is going first. 
2. The person to the left of the player takes the top card and reads the question to the player.  
    (Only read above the dotted line; the correct answer is below the dotted line.)
3. Player gives their answer to the question.
4. If the player is correct, they roll the dice and move that number of squares.
5. If the player is incorrect they do not roll.
6. Play then moves to the person on the right.
7. When a player's roll lands them on a yellow or orange square (middle of each side) the card will be  
    taken from the gray card pile instead of the larger pile.
8. There are some cards that do not require an answer- follow the directions on the card.
9. Play continues until someone returns to the start square or you run out of questions.
10  Have fun!
11. Don’t forget to take photos and/or videos and share them to your social media platforms using the  
      hashtag #ShineALight.
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Pick one other person to battle. 
The first person to answer  
will roll the dice and move.

What type of candle holder do 
you use on Chanukah?

----------------------
Chanukiah

Grades 3-5 Chanukah Activity Eight

We are all Gamers! 
Game Question Cards, 1 of 2
Print this page and cut out individual cards — on the solid lines, not the dotted lines.
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What is the Hebrew  
word for dreidel?

a. sufganiyot
b. m’sovev
c. sivivon

d. maccabee
----------------------

c. sivivon (dreidel is a Yiddish word)

How many candles are lit  
on the 3rd night of Chanukah?  

If you are correct, move forward 
that number of spaces.  

If you are wrong, move back  
the correct number of spaces. 

----------------------
4

What phrase do the letters  
on the dreidel stand for?

----------------------
Nes gadol haya sham.

A great Miracle happened there.

What is the  
helper candle called?

----------------------

Shames or shamash

Move to the  
sufganiyot square

What does the word  
Chanukah mean?

----------------------

Dedication

What is the Hebrew date  
that Chanukah begins?

----------------------

25th of Kislev

What are the letters  
on the non-Israeli sivivon?

----------------------

Nun, Gimel, Hey, Shin

All chanukiyot are menorahs.  
Is every menorah  

a chanukiah?

----------------------

No

What is the name of  
Mattathias' son?

----------------------

Judah

What was Judah’s nickname? 
Roll again if you can answer  
in both Hebrew and English.

----------------------

The Hammer, Maccabee



All players list, on paper,  
as many fried foods they  

can think of in one minute. 
Cross off any answers  

another player has. 
Whoever has the most left  
on their list wins the roll.

Pick one other person to battle. 
The first person to answer  
will roll the dice and move.
Do you light the candles  
from the right or the left?

---------------------- 
From the left  

(newest candle first)

Trade places with  
another player’s marker  

on the board
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If it is the 6th night  
of Chanukah, which candle  

do you light first?

----------------------

The Shammes 
(Did I trick you?)

What is the total number  
of candles used to light  

the chanukiah  
during Chanukah?

----------------------

44

What was the great miracle  
that happened there?

----------------------
The Maccabees prevailed  

in the war against the Greeks  
or the oil lasted for 8 days- 
enough time to make more

How does celebrating Chanukah 
Shine A Light on Judaism?

---------------------- 
There is no one right answer.  

Answers could be something like: 
Showing our joy in celebrating Judaism, 

teaching others about our customs, 
letting non-Jews see that  

we are not “other”...

Do you like sour cream or  
applesauce on your latkes? 

----------------------
Move to the picture that matches your 
answer. If you said none, stay where 

you are. If you answered both you can 
choose to move to the picture of  
the sour cream, the picture of the  

applesauce, or stay where you are.

How can you  
add light to the world?

---------------------- 

Any answer is acceptable

On the 5th night of Chanukah 
which is the first candle  

lit by the shammes?

----------------------

The 4th from the left

You ate too many latkes.  
Lose a turn.

ah

What does the story  
of Chanukah teach us about  

being an upstander?

----------------------

This could be answered  
in many ways.
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We are all Gamers! Game Board
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